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willing to kill when life is immediately attacked. They 
would prefer moral forces to physical and would never 
cease to employ moral forces to the utmost, but they 
would exercise physical force if necessary to the extent 
of effectually confining the aggressor within the limits 
of his own autonomy. And they would base their action 
not upon self-defense, but upon refusal to be guilty of 
complicity in aggression upon the common liberties of 
the race. 

It is interesting to note that the government of the 
United States in its method of entering the world war 
has set a precedent in the application of these very 
principles. The President appealed to the remaining 
neutrals to join in at least moral protest against Ger- 
man aggression. He accompanied the declaration of war 
with a statement of the immediate conditions of peace. 
He has insisted that every people shall have the right of 
self-determination regarding its own internal affairs. He 
has continually emphasized the international nature of 
the present task of war as a disinterested public service. 
And he has throughout not ceased to add moral forces to 
physical by holding before the enemy and the world a 
standing challenge to sound settlement on the principles 
of universal justice. 



"GERMAN YOUTH AND WHAT THE 
FUTURE DEMANDS OF THEM." 

By W. B., Prisoner of War, German Democrat in France 

[Translated for the Advocate of Peace by Carrie W. 
Ormsbee.] 

Speechless with horror, we regard the consequences 
of the world war which for four years has polluted 
the earth of Europe with its blood stream, converted 
fruitful fields for decades into waste lands, and swept 
away villages and cities with its fiery breath. The youth 
of the civilized world have been rending one another in 
mad murder. On the Eussian snowfields, in Flanders, 
in Champagne, and before Verdun they lie buried, all 
these young, happy men, at the caprice of an autocrat in 
search of fame and power, torn away from the con- 
tented quiet of every-day life and flung into the ravenous 
jaws of the Moloch of war. The cities of the interior 
are crowded with cripples and blind ; thousands populate 
insane asylums; thousands crawl about with dim, star- 
ing eyes, in their hearts only the death that brings re- 
lease from prolonged disease. 

How was it possible that we, who claim to be think- 
ing, feeling people, could be progressive in the arts and 
sciences, and yet remain in the grasp of barbaric cus- 
toms of centuries long past ? Let us reply : because all 
our progress had been limited; because our affairs of 
State had not kept pace with modern advance, but 
remained as they had been handed down to us from 
the middle ages; because, instead of a government by 
the people, in step with them and answerable to them, 
we have as our head a ruler "by the grace of God," re- 
sponsible only to the dear God ; one who does not know 
nor regard his people, their needs nor their ways of life, 
and yet rules over millions of men, whom he can order 
into death and misery, if that furthers his own ambi- 



tious plans ; because men stand at the side of this ruler 
"by God's grace," who order their lives and activities 
according to medieval, long-discarded conceptions of 
right and honor; finally, because we have a govern- 
ment to whom individual and State codes of morality 
are distinctly different things. The individual must see 
to it that in strife for his own well-being he does not 
harm his fellow-men ; while, on the other hand, the State 
may employ the worst methods — even deceit and perjury 
and murder — whenever it seems to further its own in- 
terests. 

Can the world, that today confronts us, armed to van- 
quish this German, or rather Prussian, spirit, in order to 
restore value to right, to give the world freedom, and to 
release it from the eternal menace of these dark powers, 
count on us, the German youth? No, not yet. We 
must first learn what true freedom, (real) honor, and 
morality are; we must first break through the walls 
with which a false education, forcible suppression of 
every instinct of freedom has surrounded us. A large 
share of the guilt falls upon you, you instructors and 
trainers of German youth, whether you disseminated 
your wisdom from the desk of the folk school, the gym- 
nasium, or the professor's chair at the university ! You 
were riper in years and experience than we ; independent 
thought, conscientious proof, and honorable judgment 
should be required of you. The higher your position, 
the deeper you had penetrated into the realms of human 
knowledge, the greater and weightier your responsibility. 
You poisoned our spirit. Instead of pointing out for 
our trusting hearts, thirsty for knowledge and beauty, 
the way to the highest ideals of humanity, to freedom, 
right, and honor, you shamefully abused our confidence. 
By interception of truth, falsification of facts, and even 
by lying and deceit, you have designedly produced con- 
ceited, hypocritical fools. You have fed us with false 
ideals and the morals of immorality ; you have sown the 
poisonous seed of hate in our young hearts in order to 
make us from childhood pliant slaves of a man of 
violence. Our brothers in other lands, with whom we 
should work in brotherly love and respect for the prog- 
ress of man, to whom we were united by the bond of a 
common culture, you have made our enemies; made us 
worthy to be hated and despised by them. You say, We 
were not free ourselves; we were compelled to teach 
what we were ordered. That is only proof of lack of 
character and weakness. The example of men who have 
gone to prison for their opinions, to whom their clear 
conscience was of higher value than outward honor and 
material gain, should have shown you how the conscien- 
tious man, awake to his responsibilities, should act. 

Serious duties await us, upon fulfillment of which the 
welfare of our people and the dawn of a new era depend. 
The eyes of the world rest upon us, the young genera- 
tion, the future Germany. Upon our conduct will hang 
the decision of the world as to whether we shall be 
deemed worthy again to enjoy the respect and confidence 
of other, nations and be admitted to a union of free peo- 
ples. First we must free ourselves from the false pride 
with which we have been inoculated, from the prejudices 
unworthy a reasoning being, in order to think freely 
and correctly, and with critical eyes to learn to test facts, 
even when the decision that we must render fills us with 
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pain and shame that it was we Germans who, in our igno- 
rance and blindness, conjured up such unspeakable suf- 
fering. With honesty and earnestness of purpose must 
we — we in other lands sooner than our brothers at 
home — reach recognition of the truth and of right, and 
this insight must point us the way to contribute toward 
making the German name, that we have dishonored, 
again respected. With every means at our command we 
must seek to increase this recognition, and then work 
toward abolishment of the autocratic system by which 
we as slaves have let ourselves be misused. 

The war aims which the President of the American 
Republic announced on the 8th of January, 1918, so 
nearly correspond with those aims toward which we must 
strive that they may so far serve us as guide. Thus we 
desire with our whole hearts the victory of our enemies, 
and regard it as our own — the victory of the German 
people. It shall be our task to win freedom for our 
people, to give them a government chosen by them and 
answerable to them — one that will guarantee to other 
nations respect of treaties and recognition of right — 
for so only can Germany lay claim to be recognized by 
other governments as an equally entitled and worthy 
member of a society of nations. 

The advantages that the new organization of the 
world will bring by removal of the burden of armament 
and other unnecessary expenditures in the two dozen 
sovereign States of Germany will contribute toward ful- 
fillment of the duty which, before all others, rests upon 
us of helping to make good the damages of the war. If 
we thus show our good and honorable intentions, those 
who now as enemies oppose us will be so generous and 
magnanimous as to put from their minds the wrong we 
have done them, and reunite with us in love and friend- 
ship. 

"A free Germany in a free world" shall be our watch- 
word. Eight and truth shall be the laws that direct our 
thoughts and actions, that the old saying may again be 
true, and, without blushing for shame, we can give it to 
our children as their rule in life : 

"Before all else, my child, be frank and true ; 
Ne'er let a He your lips profane! 
From olden times has been 'mongst German folk 
The highest fame, to be faithful and true." 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

... A Mid-European Declaration of Independence 

was signed at Independence Hall, Philadelphia, October 
26th, by the representatives of €5,000,000 Europeans and 
10,000,000 residents of this country, nationals of terri- 
tories up to the present under the rule of the Central 
Powers. The signers were delegates invited to Philadel- 
phia from Washington by the Mayor of Philadelphia, 
forming what was termed a "Democratic Mid-European 
Union." The chairman of the meetings was Dr. T. G. 
Masaryk, leader of the Czechoslovaks, who, as he pre- 
sided, sat in the straightbacked chair of John Hancock. 
The twelve who signed the declaration were Dr. Masaryk, 
for the Czechoslovaks; T. M. Hellinski, for the Poles; 
Dr. Hinco Hincovich, for the Jugoslavs ; Nicholas Segin- 
sky, for the Ukrainians; Gregory Zsatkovitch, for the 



Uhro-Euthenes ; Thomas Narousevitsch, for the Lithuan- 
ians; Capt. Vasile Stocia, for the Eoumanians; Charles 
Tomazullo, for the Italians of the Irredenta; Christos 
Vasilkalki, for the unredeemed Greeks; Christo Dako, 
for the Albanians ; Ittamar Ben Avi, for the Jews of 
Palestine, and Dr. Gregory Pasdemadjian, for the Arme- 
nians. The declaration itself reads: 

"In convention assembled, at Independence Hall, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., United States of America, on Oct. 26, 1918, we, 
representing together more than 50,000,000 people consti- 
tuting a chain of nations lying between the Baltic, the 
Adriatic and the Black Seas, comprising Czechoslovaks, 
Poles, Jugoslavs, Ukrainians, Lithuanians, Rumanians and 
Italian Irredentists, wholly or part subject to alien domin- 
ion, deeply appreciating the aid and assistance given our 
peoples by the government and people of America and of 
the Entente Allies, on behalf of ourselves and our brethren 
at home, do hereby solemnly declare that we place our all — 
peoples and resources — at the disposal of our Allies for use 
against our common enemy. And in order that the whole 
world may know what we deem are the essential and fun- 
damental doctrines which shall be embodied in the consti- 
tutions hereafter adopted by the people of our respective in- 
dependent nations, as well as the purposes which shall 
govern our common and united action, we accept and sub- 
scribe to the following as basic principles for all free 
peoples : 

"1. That all governments derive their just power from 
the consent of the governed. 

"2. That it is the inalienable right of every people to or- 
ganize their own government on such principles and in such 
form as they believe will best promote their welfare, safety 
and happiness. 

"3. That the free and natural development of the ideals 
of any State should be allowed to pursue their normal and 
unhindered course unless such course harms or threatens 
the common interest of all. 

"4. That there should be no secret diplomacy, and all 
proposed treaties and agreements between nations should 
be made public, prior to their adoption and ratification. 

"5. That we believe our peoples, having kindred ideals and 
purposes, should co-ordinate their effort to insure the liber- 
ties of their Individual nations for the furtherance of their 
common welfare, provided such a union contributes to the 
peace and welfare of the world. 

"6. That there should be formed a League of the Na- 
tions of the world in a common and binding agreement for 
genuine and practical co-operation to secure justice and 
therefore peace among nations. 

"In the course of our history, we have been subject to, 
and victims of, aggressive and selfish nations and autocratic 
dynasties, and held in subjection by force of arms. We 
have suffered destruction of our cities, violation of our 
homes and lands, and we have maintained our ideals, only 
by stealth, in spite of the tyranny of our oppressors. 

"We have been deprived of proper representation and fair 
trial ; we have been denied the right of free speech, and the 
right freely to assemble and petition for the redress of our 
grievances; we have been denied free and friendly inter- 
course with our sister States, and our men have been im- 
pressed in, war against their brothers and friends of kindred 
races. 

"The signers of this declaration, and representatives of 
other independent peoples who may subscribe their names 
hereunto, do hereby pledge, on behalf of their respective 
nations, that they will unitedly strive to the end that these 
wrongs shall be righted, that the sufferings of the world 
war shall not have been in vain; and that the principles 
here set forth shall be incorporated in the organic laws of 
whatever governments our respective peoples may here- 
after establish." 

. . . Charges against China made by the British 

Minister to China and presented informally by him to 
the Chinese Foreign Office were published broadcast 



